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Why should students go for a graded university?  

Hindustan Times (Jaipur) 

The Capital may be a popular study destination among students from across the country, but the number of 

graded colleges and universities isn’t too high. Students should, therefore, check whether the institution they are 

applying to is accredited by NAAC.  
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Currently, just seven universities and 15 colleges are NAAC accredited in Delhi. These are Guru Gobind Singh 

Indraprastha University (GGSIPU), Ambedkar University Delhi (AUD), Jamia Hamdard and Jawaharlal Nehru 

University.  

Jamia Millia Islamia and Delhi University have already applied for NAAC accreditation and are awaiting a 

review.  

“AUD applied for NAAC accreditation the moment it was eligible for it ( ie after it completed five years). It is 

the only university among the other 20- odd new ones that were launched around 2007-08, to apply for 

accreditation,” says Praveen Singh, convener, NAAC Steering Committee, Ambedkar University Delhi.  

AUD applied for accreditation in October 2013 and submitted the Self Study Report ( SSR) in March 2014. The 

SSR was prepared by a committee comprising faculty and staff. The committee took responses and feedback of 

all stakeholders of the university.  

“The NAAC Peer Team visited AUD during September 2014 and AUD was awarded an ‘A’ grade in December 

2014,” adds Singh.  

GGSIPU was first accredited with NAAC in 2007 with ‘A’ grade for a five-year period. The university was 

again accredited with highest grade ‘A’ in 2013 for a further five-year period.  
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Universities push for quality  

 Hindustan Times (Lucknow) 

After a UGC notification, many institutes of higher learning are opting for NAAC 

accreditation to improve standards of teaching, learning, student support and research, 

etc 

In a move in January this year aimed at improving the quality of higher education in the country, the University 

Grants Commission (UGC) issued a notification to universities/institutions to apply for accreditation with the 

National Assessment and Accreditation Council (NAAC) by December 31, 2015. Such accreditations make it 

easier for students to opt for quality institutes to study in. For universities, access to grants becomes easier.  

Professor AN Rai, director, NAAC, says “Assessment and accreditation are broadly used for understanding the 

quality status of an institution. The accreditation status indicates that the particular college, a university, or any 

other recognised unit therein, meets the standards of quality as set by the accreditation agency. To judge 

colleges and universities on an equal platform, we follow these criteria for assessment — curriculum, teaching-

learning and evaluation, research, consultancy and extension, infrastructure and learning resources, student 

support and progression, governance, leadership and management and innovations and best practices.”  

Besides assessing and grading a college or university after evaluating it against specific parameters and peer 

review, NAAC also generates a report elaborating on the strengths and weakness of the institution. “Those 

desiring to improve their quality have a ready reckoner,” says Rai.  

Established by the UGC, NAAC’s role is to assess and accredit higher education institutions (HEI) in the 

country. UGC had also issued a similar notification in 2013. Since then, the number of colleges and universities 

applying for NAAC accreditation has increased manifold. While the council received about 800 letters of intent 

or applications for accreditation till 2012, this went up to more than 2,600 in 2013 and over 3,700 in 2014.  

For HEIs, getting a rating as high as A means they score really high on all assessment parameters, which 

include curriculum, infrastructure, research, leadership and teaching. “In the last 20 years of its existence, 

NAAC has accredited 192/700 universities and 5627/38,000 colleges in the country. Only one-third of such 

institutions are rated Grade A. This explains why quality of education is so low and the number of 

unemployables so large. We, therefore, do not figure in the top 200 institutions of the world,” says MM Ansari, 

member, UGC.  

“To incentivise the institutions to go for accreditation, both UGC and MHRD have tied development grants to 

the accreditation process. The results of the accreditation process will determine the grants that each university 

will receive. So it is now imperative for universities to not only maintain quality but to also go for peer review. 

Even grants to be disbursed through Rashtriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan are tied to NAAC accreditation,” 

says Praveen Singh, convener, NAAC Steering Committee, Ambedkar University Delhi.  

With an increasing number of HEIs sending letters of intent to NAAC, the council is faced with a challenging 

task of dealing with application rush.  

“There are inordinate delays in carrying out the accreditation process as a large number of requests for 

accreditation are piling up with the NAAC. This is attributable to inadequate infrastructure with NAAC or lack 

of appreciation of the problem by UGC/MHRD. In fact, it is lackadaisical attitude of the concerned authorities, 

which has led to perpetuation of ‘quality crisis’ in the country,” adds Ansari.  
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NAAC, however, is taking steps to rise to the challenge. “We set up a Central Application Processing Unit in 

order to streamline the process of applications in September 2014. It is a single point access for institutions to 

submit letters of intent, applications for Institutional Eligibility for Quality Assessment and Annual Quality 

Assurance Report,” says a senior NAAC official.  

Modi budget fails to cheer scientists 

http://www.vancouverdesi.com/business/modi-budget-fails-to-cheer-scientists/851286/ 

Bengaluru, March 3 (IANS) — The national budget presented by Finance Minister Arun Jaitley has been hailed 

as “growth oriented” by the corporate sector, but Indian scientists seem not too enthused and say the much-

touted “achhe din” (good days) are yet to arrive. 

According to the budget documents, the government has provided Rs.356 billion ($6 billion) for research to 

various departments in the ministries of science, atomic energy defence, health, earth sciences, new and 

renewable energy and space. This allocation is 17.2 percent more than last year’s but is still a mere two per cent 

of the total Rs.17,775 billion available with the government for expenses this year. 

The scientists, who were expecting some big bang announcements and a huge hike for scientific research in the 

wake of Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s rhetoric in the past, are depressed that Jaitley’s 90-minute speech left 

no cause for such celebration. 

They note that the word science finds only a cursory mention in the 47-page budget document and that, unlike 

in previous years, science and technology does not get the prominence it deserved. 

It is sad that funding for science in India continues to remain sub-optimal, C.N.R Rao, scientific adviser to 

former prime ministers since 2004 and a Bharat Ratna awardee, lamented. “I do not know what to say except 

that (our) science continues to be in bad shape due to inadequate funding,” Rao told IANS. 

Only 10 days ago, thousands of PhD scholars turned the spotlight on the poor state of research funding through 

nation-wide protests demanding a hike in the fellowship amount. Noting that no new science projects have been 

initiated in this year’s budget, Rao said “even existing programmes” are already feeling the crunch. 

“My appeal to the prime minister is that even now it is not too late to rectify the mistake and allocate additional 

funds for science,” Rao said. “The increase required is so small (in comparison to the available total budget) 

that it will not even be noticed.” He hoped that the science academies in the country would collectively take up 

the issue. 

M. Vijayan, former president of the New Delhi-based Indian National Science Academy and a professor in the 

Indian Institute of science in Bengaluru, said he too was surprised at science not getting emphasis on allocations 

in the budget. “The hike in allocation this year is only slight, and our science spending is still hovering around 

0.8 per cent of the GDP – far short of the two percent target,” Vijayan told IANS. 

The finance minister’s announcement that the government will set up one more IIT in Karnataka and six more 

institutions of the All India Institute of Medical Sciences-type has not brought any cheer either. Rao says this is 

a futile exercise “as many such institutions established earlier remain headless and without laboratory 

facilities”. 

But K. Vijay Raghavan, secretary in the department of biotechnology, an incurable optimist, did not think the 

government has let scientists down. “The budget is good news (for science). No cuts, a modest increase and 

new opportunities in entrepreneurship,” Raghavan told IANS. 

http://www.vancouverdesi.com/business/modi-budget-fails-to-cheer-scientists/851286/
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Subhash Lakhotia, professor emeritus at the Banaras Hindu University, cautioned that though the modest 

increase is good news, “an allocation, by itself, does not mean much unless the amount is really made available 

in good time”. 

Last year, the allocated budget of the government laboratories and grants for research projects were cut by as 

much as 35 percent. “This feature is a greater worry as it upsets any planning by the agencies,” Lakhotia told 

IANS. 

But the government’s move to establish an Innovation Promotion Platform involving academics, entrepreneurs, 

and researchers and another mechanism called SETU (Self-Employment and Talent Utilisation) to support all 

aspects of start-up businesses in technology-driven areas has been widely welcomed. 

“If administered well, these steps can act as a force multiplier for both the Make in India initiative and for 

employment generation,” Bhaskar Ramamurthi, director of the Indian Institute of Technology-Madras, told 

IANS. 

 

 

 


